
 

Watt’s News 
May 2009  

Volume 22, No 05 
 

Official Newsletter of Brainerd Public Utilities, PO Box 373, Brainerd, MN 56401 
  Electricity, Water, Wastewater, Electricity, Water, Wastewater, Electricity, Water, Wastewater, Electricity, Water, Wastewater, Electricity, Water, Wastewater, Electricity, Water, Wastewater, Electricity, Water, Wastewater, Electricity, Water, Wastewater, Electricity, Water, Wastewater, Electricity, Water,  

  TREE TRIMMING 
 

Any tree trimming requests will be put 
on a list to be done during the winter 
months. Trees that interfere with 
Brainerd Public Utilities’ power lines, 
with the exception of service wires to 
residences or buildings, will be trimmed 
or removed depending on the circum-
stances.  
 

Trimming or removal of trees on private 
property is the property owner’s        
responsibility.  Brainerd Public Utilities 
will temporarily remove and replace the 
property owner’s service wires to      
accommodate the tree  trimming or   
removal during normal  business hours. 
 

BPU requires 24 hours notification to     
temporarily remove the service wires. 
 

If you would like to be put on the winter 
tree trimming list, call Phil at            
218-829-2193. 
 

Security Lighting 
 

BPU offers a security lighting program.  
Security lighting illuminates possible 
safety hazards to make your property 
safe at night, and protects your home or 
business by discouraging vandalism, 
theft, and burglary.  Security lighting is 
available to residential, commercial, and 
industrial customers.  BPU installs the 
pole and maintains the security light.  
This service is offered for a monthly fee 
of $12.00 plus tax per security light.  
Call us today to sign up for this program 
at 829-2193. 

Watt’s Weather 
 

Total Precipitation 
April 2009  8” 
April 2008 26” 

 

Average Temperatures 
April 2009 Hi 52 Lo 30 
April 2008 Hi 50 Lo 27 

N OTICE: All electrical work 
performed in the City of 
Brainerd requires a “Request 
for Electrical Inspection” 

form to be filed, and work inspected by 
our inspector. Please call 825-3210 or 
829-2193 for more information.   

B EFORE DIGGING: Call 
Gopher  S ta te  One a t               
1-800-252-1166 for water and 
electric locations. All requests 

for locations must be made by calling the 
above toll free number at least 48 hours 
before digging  begins. 

Business & Repair Office Hours 
7:00 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 

 

Business: 829-8726 
Repair: 829-2193 

 

Emergency 24 hour service 365 days a 
year:  218-829-2193 

 

EMAIL@BPU.ORG  WWW.BPU.ORG 

If you are moving, 
please notify our 

office at 825-
3200 at least a day 

in advance to have your 
meters read for your final bill.  Please 
have your forwarding      address ready to 
give to us.  Also, if you are selling your 
property, we need the new owner’s name 
when you call in to final your account. 
 

BPU requires an application for service 
to be filled out if you are beginning ser-
vice with us or transferring service in our 
service area.  The application is on our 
website at www.bpu.org.  We can also 
mail the application to you.  We will not 
read the meters until we have received 
the completed application.  

Street Light Out 
 

To report a street light out, please 
call 829-2193.  Please be ready to 
give us an exact location of the 
street light in order for us to repair 
it in a timely manner.  (example; NW 
corner of 5th and Maple Street intersection.) 

Air Conditioning How to Save Energy 
 

A typical home uses 250-1000 kiloWatt-hours per year for air conditioning in 
one room. To become more energy efficient with air conditioning 

throughout your home, follow these tips: 

Set your thermostat to 78° F, or as high as comfort permits. When 
the weather is mild, turn off the AC and open the windows. 
 

Close your blinds and curtains during the hottest part of the day. 
 

Close cooling vents in unused rooms and keep doors to unused rooms 
closed. 
 

Check and clean or replace air filters every month. 
 

Clean the outside condenser coil once a year. 
 

Reduce your usage by 10-20 percent by caulking and weather-stripping 
your doors and windows. 
 

Insulate your house.  
 

Schedule periodic maintenance of cooling equipment by a licensed service 
representative. 
 

Attics must be ventilated to relieve heat buildup caused by the sun. If    
necessary, improve attic  airflow by adding or enlarging vents. 



 

Direct Payment Plan 
 

An option for a different due date would be a Direct Payment Plan.  You authorize regularly scheduled payments to be made 
from your checking or savings account.   If  the first two digits of your BPU account number are between 01-10, your     
automatic payment date will be the 25th of each month.  If  the first two digits are between 11-18, your automatic payment 
date will be the 10th of each month.  You will still receive your monthly utility billing statement and proof of payment will 
appear on your monthly bank statement. 
 

 
AUTHORIZATION FOR DIRECT PAYMENT 

 

I authorize Brainerd Public Utilities & the financial institution named below to initiate entries to my checking/savings    
account once each month in the amount of my current billing beginning ____/______/2009.  This authority will remain in 
effect until I notify BPU in writing to cancel it in such time as to afford the financial institution a reasonable            
opportunity to act on it. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Name of Financial Institution)               (Branch)  (Address)      (City)    (State/Zip) 

 
________________________________   Checking or Savings   ______________________________________________ 
(Bank Account Number)           (circle one)  (Name, as it appears at the Bank-Please Print) 
 
_________________________________________________    _______________________________________________ 
(Service Address)       (Signature) 
 
______-_____________-_______      (______)________-__________      _____/_______/2009 
(BPU Account No.)   (Home Phone No.)       Date 
 

To take advantage of this service, complete this authorization form and return it to us with a voided check. 

May is Electrical Safety Month 
Electrical wiring – improper installation, and/or damaged or deteriorated wiring and cords – sparks an estimated 53,600 home fires each year.  

These fires cause more than 500 deaths, 1,400 injuries, and $1.4 billion in property damage and loss each year.   

Additionally, emergency rooms treat approximately 2,400 children every year for injuries caused by inserting objects into electrical receptacles,      

according to a 10-year report released by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC). This equates to about seven children each day. Even 

more alarming is that the report found that over 70% of these electrical incidents occur at home, with adult  supervision typically present. 

Objects children insert are everyday, easily accessible household items: 

  Hairpin—32% Pin, wire, screw or nail—11% Tool (tweezer, file or knife)—3% 

Keys—17% Plug—11% Jewelry or belt buckle—1% 

Finger—12% Paper clip or staple— 5%   
 

These injuries can be prevented 
 

Using a plastic outlet cap is a common solution to prevent children from 
sticking objects into outlets. Unfortunately, plastic caps are not the safest 
option and can be easily removed by a young child. A safer solution is   
installing tamper resistant outlets. These specialized outlets have been so 
effective in preventing injuries to children that the 2008 National  Electrical 
Code requires that tamper resistant outlets be installed in all new homes 
constructed. However, these inexpensive products can easily be             
incorporated into older homes as well.  

How serious are  
the injuries? 

 

CPSC reported almost 95% of 
injuries involve burns. These range in 
severity, but a significant number of 
serious and fatal incidents result, and 
even minor injuries can leave 
emotional trauma. Pediatric burns can 
be particularly serious, because the 
skin is thin and offers little resistance 
to electric flow or heat. With infants 
and toddlers, burns and scars are even 
more severe.  


